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ACE DIRECTOR
(Association Coaching Education 

Director)

WHY IMPORTANT FOR YOUR 
ASSOCIATION?

Tom Kehr
Michigan District ACE Administrator

kehrtj@charter.net

July, 2005

What is an ACE Director?

• Association Coaching Director

• Ideally a voting Board Member

• Experienced Coach (5+ years minimum)

• Level IV minimum preferred
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ACE DIRECTOR IMPORTANCE 
TO ASSOCIATION?

• Focal point for coach and player 
development within the Association

• Extension of the Coaching Education 
Program
– Education of Parents
– Promoting age-specific skill development in all  

Association programs.
– Implement the USA Hockey Initiation and 

Cross Ice programs 

ACE DIRECTOR IMPORTANCE 
TO ASSOCIATION?

• Extension of the Coaching Education 
Program (Cont.)
– Communicate certification requirements to 

association coaches, and ensure compliance 
with USA Hockey & MAHA certification levels 

– Plan, organize, and execute periodic skills 
workshops for coaches, players, and parents

– Communicate with the District ACE Director 
and USA Hockey on all issues related to 
coaching at the local association level  
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ACE DIRECTOR IMPORTANCE 
TO ASSOCIATION?

• Extension of the Coaching Education 
Program (Cont.)
– Communicate USA Hockey’s Player 

Development opportunities to players, 
parents, and coaches 

– Establish and maintain a resource center for 
coaches, players, and parents that would 
include all available USA Hockey materials 

ACE DIRECTOR IMPORTANCE 
TO ASSOCIATION?

• Extension of the Coaching Education 
Program (Cont.)
– Evaluate practice sessions and provide 

feedback to coaches to improve the coaching 
capability of local association coaches.  This 
includes engaging outside resources 
(College, NTDP, Former Pros, & Etc.) for the 
benefit of the workshop topic.
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ACE DIRECTOR IMPORTANCE 
TO ASSOCIATION?

• Goals and benefits for Association?
– Grow ice hockey for the Association
– Provides a positive experience for all involved
– Provides progressive coach and player 

development opportunities 
– Provides foundation for coach & player 

retention

ACE DIRECTOR

QUESTIONS ?


